THE ANTI-BILLBOARD
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Th e an ti-billboard, anti-junkyard bill has passed
the New Mexico Legislature and, as this is wri tten ,
awaits the Co vernor's signa ture. Thi s signature will
probabl y have been affixed by the time the magazine has been printed and distributed.
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Junkyard owners have the same kind of clause.
And owners of the land upon which stands a "public
nuisance" ( a junkyard ) as well as the owners of the
yard are also entitled to "loss of profit" compensation.
Th e bu sy law courts will be bu sier! And the bu sy
lawyers rich~r.

Th e bill is a beginnin g.
Enabling legislation, designed to control billboards and junkyards was mad e necessary by the
Highway Beautification Act ( popularly known as
the Lad ybird Bill ) which was recentl y passed by
the national Congress.
As amende d and passed , the 1 ew Mexico measure has at least two interestin g "intricacies." One
clause insert ed into the bill calls for payment for
"loss of profits to any ow ne r who has utili zed outd oor ad vertising." Th e idea of paying for "loss of
pro fits" is a new one and a qu estionabl e one. Th e
bill sta tes : "In determining loss of profits, du e consideration sha ll be given to the experience of the
business of the owne r before the dat e of taking and
the probabl e experience thereafter if the taking had
not occurred."
Large billboard companies who rent signs to
hotel and motel chains or to ciga rette and beer compani es whi ch advertise on a large scale, have established depreciation schedules in their books.
From such schedules some indi cation of "loss of
profit" might possibly be arrived at as a basis of negotiation betw een state and billboard owners - at
least Senator Melod y in his defense of the amendment said sol But wh at of those cases where a road
side curio shop or cafe has don e its own ad verti sing
by mean s of one or more signs of its own? And how
much business does one lose because he can no
longer intimidat e the touri st to stop to see "live
rattlesnak es," to bu y "rea l cac tus candy ," or to eat
"real hom e cookin' " from a part icular establishment? 'We do not suggest that this shotgun billboard approach has not been an actual car-stoppe r.
We ar e simply wonderin g how many tax dollars
might b e called upon to pr ovide, what seems to us,
such open-end ed and ambiguous conside ra tion as
are indi cat ed by ... "the experience of the bu siness
of the owner befor e the dat e of taking and the
probabl e expe rience thereaft er ... "

Thi s new idea of additional comp ensation for
the enforced remova l of a business from the highway right-of-way might well be rejected by the
fede ral Bureau of Public Roads, an act which could
result in the rep eal of this portion of the bill in the
next session of the New Mexico legislature. At least
this is the opinion of some 'lawyers and lawm akers
who are be tter inform ed than we in such matters.
Th e second "intricacy" conce ms the time schedule. "No outdoor adve rtising in existence on the effective dat e of the Highway Beautification Act and
which is prohibited by Section 4A . . . shall be acq uired b y the com mission th rough conde m nation
proceedi ngs until lilly 1, 1970 ... " We und erstand,
however, that the "Lady bird Bill" says that signhoards must be DOW T by Jul y 1, 1970. If this is
tru e, and the writers of the amendment must certainly J.....n ow, why did they write the lew Mexico
hill in such a way as to force it to be cha nged as
soon as the legislators meet aga in?
Still the new bill is a beginnin g!
Included in the state legislation is anothe r import ant measur e. It authorizes the state highway
commission to "acq uire and improve land necessary
for the enhancement of scenic beauty within and
ad jacent to the interstat e and primary systems ... "
In realit y this is the most important and vital part
of the entire act. 1 ot only can the scenic wonders
of our sta te come out from behind the barri cad e
of billboards that have so long obliterated and spoiled them, but now the immediat e foreground itself
can become an object of pleasur e and recreation for
the traveller.
Th e anti-billboard bill is a beginnin g.
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total design service
through ONE competent source!
Space planning , calor coordination, furniture
and accessory studies, lighting design, custom
design and fabrication of furniture and fixtures includ ing non-restrietlve specifications for
bidd ing purposes.

AMERICAN FURNITURE'S

J)tlteMoM~ bOk C£U[;itle[;[;
612 Central SW ALBUQUERQUE ••• dial 243-5591

Dependable . . .
SOUND, INTERCOM
AND POCKET PAGING
FOR EVERY BUILDING TYPE
Our broad experience in this specialized field
is available to you. Contact us for general
planning help.
No obligation, of course.

liiiiiJlOnB OF NEW MEXICO
ll1 -A CORNELL DR., S.E., ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. 87106
PHONE 242-4611

COMMON

ALBUQUERQUE
TESTING LABORATORY
Sub-soil Investigat ions
For St ructural and Dam Foundati ons

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service
Laboratory Analysis and
Evaluat ion of Const ruction M aterials
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SCR and HOLLOW

BRICK

BRICK

distributors for

acme
BRICK COMPANY
samples & literature
on request

KINNEY BRICK

All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineers
532 Jefferson St., N.E. Phone AL 5-8916
Phone AL 5-1322

HOLLOW
STRUCTURAL

BRICK

COMPANY, INC.
P. O. Box 86
Ph. 877-4550
Office at Brick & Tile Works
5 Miles South on Second Street
Albuquerque, New Mexico

P. O. Box 41 01
A lbuquerque
New Mexico

812 BROADWAY NE •

DIAL 242-5221 •

ALBUQUERQUE

SEE MY BOSS!

New Mexico's only recognized member
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION STORE FIXTURES
MAN UFACTU RERS
Some example installa tions, all a t CORONADO Center
• Henry's
• Mandell's
• Judd Jewelry
• Lynn's
• Bank of New Mexico
Your inquiries earnestly solicited

PROVEN STRENGTH -

SELECT LUMBER

SANFORD

Customcraft Fixtures, Inc.
1215 Fourth St. N.W.
(505) 247-9795
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102
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BUILDERS! -:"CUT COSTS!
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INSTANT CABINETS· DOORS· WALL PANELS

EMPIRE BLOCK COMPANY, Inc.
Santa Fe

An outstanding new two component coating that

~1oP*

actually out-perfurms baked enamels for hardness,
gloss, resistance to water, chemicals and stains

vertical interior paneling

FORMICA@ V.I .P.
vertical interior paneling is everything on interior paneling should
be. It has all the good
qualities you associat e
with FORMICA laminated plastic for horizontal surfaces - and
more:
• a complete panel
installa tion system
• easy to handle
• quick and easy to
put in place
• economically priced;
economical to insta ll
• unlimited decorative
possibilities
• adopts to any
commercial or institional setting
• easy maintenanc e
• long wearing
Distr ibuted by

MAY BE
APPLIED
BY BRUSH,
SPRAYER
OR ROLLER

Another Quality
Product of ...

2714 4th St., N.W.
P.O. Box 6086
PHONE 344-2317
312 INDUSTRIAL NE

P. O. BOX 1098

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
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Albuquerque,
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